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Rockhounding in your Own Backyard!

I

Written by Jessica Chekal

t can be frustrating when you get rock hounding fever. Wanting to go dig up rocks and
treasures, but there isn’t anywhere near by that you can. I’m always seeing articles
in rock magazines and treasure hunting shows, and every where they go is either out
west or down south. Since I live in Michigan, and don’t have the cash to go traveling
all over, I’m stuck at home with my fever and nothing to cure it.
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I decided to do a little research online to find out if there was anywhere I could go
digging for rocks in my area. Sure enough, I found out that there are a few places I
could go to satisfy my fever. One of them is the
fossil park in Slyvania, Ohio, where you can find
Devion period fossils and you don’t have to pay a
dime. Also, you can find Lake Superior agates all
along the shores of Lake Superior. These agate
are very popular among rockhounds, in fact they
did a episode of Cash and Treasures all about
Lake Superior agates and another about the copper mines in the upper pennisula. There is also
are some popular caves on South Bass Island,
Perry’s cave and Crystal cave. About fifty caves
are scattered all around the island’s subsurface.
Some of the larger caves were once attractions,
A nice braciopod from
the fossil park in Silvania.
but now only Perry’s and Crystal caves still offer
tours. At the moment, I can’t really go rockhounding
because of the snow on the ground. But, I’m still having fun finding out all about geology in my state, planning where I’ll go first when the snow melts.
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So, I guess all this proves that the internet is good for something other than wasting time. You can also find a lot of good books on geology in certain states. I got one
for Christmas and we went on a little field trip down I-75. We didn’t really find much,
but we had a loads of fun searching and seeing all sites. So if you ever find yourself
with rockhound fever, just jump on the internet and see what you come up with. You
never know what you’ll find out, and there just might be some rock or mineral that’s
special for your state. Maybe even in your own backyard.
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Rock of the Month

HALITE

Chemical Composition: NaC1

Hardness: 2-2 1/2

Do you know that every time you sprinkle salt on your food, you're eating a mineral? Halite is the mineral name for salt and it
is something that we use every day. The best way to tell if you found halite while you're rockhounding is by taste, though you
really shouldn’t just start licking strange rocks. After all you’d look pretty silly going around licking rocks to check if it’s halite,
and besides most minerals are poisonous if ingested. Since halite so easily dissolves in water, large crystals are hard to find.
When the conditions for larger crystals are present, halite is usually white, orange, or pink, though it can also change to other
colors such as blue and yellow when exposed to bacteria or natural radiation. Halite’s crystals are often cubic in shape, but it
also known to have unusual habits such as hopper crystals. A hopper crystal is formed when the crystals grow faster along the
edges that in the middle, making them look like the hoppers on a mine conveyer belt.
While every one uses salt for seasoning and preserving their food, it has
many other uses as well. Halite is used in soap manufacturing to fire
extinguishers, and many things in between including ceramic glazes,
photography, herbicides, nuclear reactors, mouthwash, highway deicing,
and in scientific equipment for optical parts. That is one long list, but halite
also has a wide use in the chemical industry, and as a source for chlorine
and sodium. Which, brings me to announce a odd fact about the elements
sodium and chlorine. Both elements are essential for life, but poisonous on
their own, becoming harmless when combined to form halite!
Halite forms constantly as water evaporates from oceans and other bodies
of salty water. Also, halite can be found where such places used to be, such
as ancient seas, and most halite is mined from such deposits. In fact, there
is a dry lake in San Bernardino County, California called Searles Lake. The
surface of this lake is a sheet of beautiful white halite. Some of the oldest
among all mines are halite mines, as salt has been a precious commodity
since Bible times. Poland has a very famous halite mine called the Wieliczka
mine, that has been used since the 13th century. Other notable locations
are Germany, Austria, France, Colombia, New York, Michigan, Kansas, and
California, and Utah.

Did You Know???

The famous Wieliczka mine in southern Poland , has over 124
miles of tunnels, and 2,000 chambers. But, that’s not what made
this mine so famous. What did are the beautiful statues, shrines,
churches, alters, and even chandeliers that the miners have
carved out of the halite over the centuries. Sadly, because of
halite’s low tolerance to water, the carvings are slowly dissolving
from the moisture in the air.
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Ask Jessy
QUESTIONS ABOUT GEOLOGY
Send your questions about geology, rocks, minerals and collecting to
Jessy and she’ll pick one or two questions a month to answer for you!
Email Jessy Questions at Jessy@Rockhoundkids.com
Hey everybody! If you remember we had a contest last issue where I'd asked everyone if they could send
in a rock, geology, or hounding tip for my new site that I started. And now I would like to congratulate the
winner, who was also the only one that sent in a tip. Congrats to Alison, and I hope you like your piece of
mahogany obsidian. I hope more folks will write in the next time!

"Hey Jessy, I've been wondering about quartz? It seems that a lot of minerals like amethyst
and carnelian, are varieties of quartz, how can that be when they're so different?"
- From Roy of California.
That's a good question Roy. The reason lots of minerals are
variations of quartz, is because quartz just happens to be one
of the most abuntant minerals on Earth! It has crystaline and
non-crystaline froms, and can be almost any color of the rainbow
as well as some in between. Amethyst, citrine, carneilan, onyx,
agates, chalcedony, jaspers, flint, adventurine, and tiger's eye are
all varities of quartz. And that's only a few of the many varities of
quartz, I didn't even mention the ones with quartz in their name!
The varition of colors and if it has crystals, is because of impurteites, and how the crystals form. For example, amythest gets it
beautiful purple color from small amounts of iron. Quartz is also a important rock forming mineral.
The Earth's crust is mostly made of granite, and granite has quartz in it! Sand is crushed quartz, so
everytime you walk on the beach your walking on quartz. So, Roy, the reason there are so many
different types of quartz is because quartz is everywhere!

So, I hope that I have answered your question, if not please tell me and I’ll see what I can do.

Email Jessy Questions at: Jessy@Rockhoundkids.com
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Rockhound Pictures Contest!!!!
Calling All Rock Hounds!
We LOVE to see pictures of rockhoundkids!!! We're going to have a
contest for the best rockhounding pictures! If you're a kid and you have
some neat pictures of your rockhound adventures... please send them in
to me... digital pictures are the best. We will print as many as we can in
the next newsletter and put them up on the website, too!
And the top pictures will win some BEAUTIFUL NEW MINERAL
SPECIMENS that we have available! Some neat Indian Zeolites and
even a beautiful Wolfenite crystal group on matrix, these are gorgous!
Here's a picture of me and my
Dad digging fossils... send
me some of your shots and
it will be lots of fun! We will
publish the winners in the
March newsletter!
Email the photos to:
Photos@
RockHoundKids.com
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Cool Web Links
www.detroitsalt.com/home.htm
Seeing as salt is the mineral of the month, I stumbled upon this
site looking at pictures. The mine no longer offers tours, but I
advise you to tour the site instead. There is tons of info on halite,
mining, and the mine in general. If you are looking for more info
on our mineral of the month, or if you want to find out about mining then you should check out this site.

stampmin.home.att.net/
I don’t know about you, but I like mineral stamps. They just look
so cool and the pictures on them are so beautiful. Now you can
find postage stamps from all over the world, with rocks and minerals as the stars. One of my favorites is the malachite stamp from
Russia.

travel.discovery.com/tv/cash-treasures/
cash-treasures.html
This is one of my favorite shows and I was so sad when they
stopped having new episodes. So when they started up again
I was so happy. Herkimer diamonds was the first episode and I
have been wanting to go for a while, so I really enjoyed learning
more about finding them. You can find crew blogs, Kristen’s
notes, and videos from viewers.

rocktumblingsupplies.com/
where-to-find-rocks.html

www.newarkcampus.org/professional/osu/
faculty/jstjohn/Cool%20rocks.htm

Well now that you know were to find rocks and minerals possibly in your own backyard, the question is where to start looking.
You can find the answer to this question and more on this page.
There is also a tip or two for when you go collecting your own
rocks.

Here is another cool website. From meteorites to decorative
stone this site is full of interesting and odd minerals and rocks.
There is a lot of information on this site about a lot of rocks and
minerals from every group. You should really check this site out.

If you find or have any websites you think should be added
tell us, and we’ll be sure to mention them.

SubmitALink@Rockhoundkids.com
• Do you have minerals and crystals all over
your house, car, yard and dryer?
• Do you need help feeding the desire to learn
and explore the fascinating world of geology
and earth science with your children?
• Are you looking for the perfect birthday or
holiday gift for a Rockhound Kid?
• Are you looking for the
COOLEST birthday party ideas?
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An Article Reprint!
I thought you might like to read this article that written about me and my new company idea. It was printed in the
online newsletter, The Parent Treacher. It was cool to be interviewed!

Parent Teacher

The

January 2008

Empowering
Parents Who
Educate
Thier Own
Children.

Rock Hound Girl

Helping Kids LOVE Geology
By Richard Gilchrist

Five years ago, Jessy Chekal really didn’t know much
about rocks, in fact, she really had no idea about the
rock cycle or much about earth science. When her
mother suggested the family attend a local rock and
mineral club show in conjunction with their home
school studies, Jessy was interested though she never
knew what was about to hit her! Her mother gave
Jessy, and her sister Maggie, each $10 to spend in the
dealers room and within five minutes Jessy was out of
cash, begging for her allowance and totally captivated
with rocks and minerals! Now, this young lady has a
rock and mineral company that creates kits for kids, as
well as four different websites, all devoted to helping
to educate children about the joys of earth science.

“Minerals are really neat, there’s so many and they’re
beautiful” She tells as she shows off her growing
collection. Many of the specimens are treasures obtained from shows, shops and through internet hunts
on auction sites. “You can really find some great
deals online.” She shows off a beautiful specimen of
a crystal mineral called wolfinite, which is one of her
favorites. Her room is adorned with books and magazines about rocks, posters, her impressive collection
and even t-shirts and other rock hound memoriblila.
She’s been taking college level courses on earth science and is excited by the prospect of doing her own
rockhounding this summer after reading a book on
Michigan’s own mineralogical backyard.

www.TheParentTeacher.com

Her own company, Dragon Mountain Treasures,
was formed four years ago after her first rock and
mineral show visit created a need for her to find
more specimens for her collection. All that she
found were not very impressive: little teeny chips
glued to cardboard or rather dull collections from
scientific supply stores that were expensive. She
began to research wholesale sources of geological material and found that she could purchase
enough specimens to create fascinating and
good-quality kits for kids to study and collect.
Not little chips on cardboard, but real quality
student specimens that you can hold and collect
without going broke. A fan of J.R.R. Tolkien, she
knew that she wanted to make a jewel hoarding
dragon as her logo and her company was born.
To help other children learn all about rocks,
she launched her first website, www.Rock
HoundKids.com with the help of her graphic artist mother, to provide a place on the web where
kids can learn more about rocks and minerals.
She is still adding to the site with new links, a
gallery of rocks and minerals to find information and pictures as well as a newsletter that
she writes and edits with the help of a few other
rockhound kid friends. “It’s fun to see all the
kids that come to the site from teacher’s web
pages and their classrooms.” Jessy smiles as she
reviews the daily stats of visitors that flock to her
websites. “Just last week there was over 1,000
visitors in one day!” She’s proud of the fact that
she does most of the maintenance on the site and
has even started a blog to add further interest in
rockhounding.

"It's fun to see all the kids that come
to the site from teacher's web pages
and their classrooms. "

Early in 2007, Jessy and her staff launched a new website
devoted to her rock and mineral kits for children. Called
www.RocksMineralsandFossilforKids.com, this site offers
children and parents a wide selection of geology products
including geodes to crack open, study and collection kits as
well as fossils, books, mineral specimens, bulk materials for

If you have an article you'd like to submit, feel free to send it to

articles@rockhoundkids.com

DRAGON
MOUNTAIN
TREAURES
WEBSITES
ROCKHOUNDKIDS.COM

tumblers as well as educational publications on geology.
There are special collection deals where rockhound kids
can get a whole lot of products for a great price. The success of the site was apparent over the holiday season when
they found the need to have to purchase several hundred
pounds of rocks for kits and she had her whole family involved in making kits, shipping orders and handling customer service just to keep up!
However, it’s a new venture that really holds her interest now. Continuing her desire to spread the word about
geology to children, Dragon Mountain Treasures has
just debuted a new chapter in their company’s history.
Fundraising Kits. Instead of selling candy, magazines
or trinkets, the idea behind the fundraising kits is to offer
beautiful, intriquing and educational products for kids and
families at good economical prices. The idea behind the
kits is to offer a Nature Shop where children can visit the
fundraising groups shop during an open house event or
school function such as a book or science fair and customers will have a nice selection of natural products available
to purchase. The kits are available at wholesale prices and
the proceeds can go to help a social group, classroom or
a whole school. “Everyone loves being able to touch and
search through the specimens,” says Jessy. “Each one
is different and unique, its nothing like any other type of
fundraising item out there.”
A typical kit consists of over 25 pounds of geological
treasures such as geodes, pyrite clusters known as fool’s
gold, clear and amythest crystals and clusters, mixtures of
fossils, shells and beautiful tumbled and rough semi-precious minerals and rocks. Each kit includes ID cards and
beautiful velour collector’s bags for the purchases. Also, a
manual is included with suggestions on how to hold a suc-

A great place to learn all about rocks and
minerals and find great kid friendly links to
other websites. A great free newsletter is
available, too!

ROCKSMINERALSAND
FOSSILSFORKIDS.COM

If you're looking for a great value rock and
mineral kit for your family, this is the place to
look! Over 15 different kits and also other
products in the field of geology and earth
science are available.

ROCKHOUNDTIPS.COM

Visit here if you've got the rockhound bug and
want to learn more about ideas and tips to help
build your collection and enjoy your hobby!

GEOLOGYKIDS
FUNDRAISINGIDEAS.COM

Looking for a unique fundraising idea? Check
out the programs available to all sorts of
groups! We know that you will have fun and
make money, too!

DRAGONMOUNTAIN
TREASURES.COM

This brand new site is a clearing house for all
of Jessy Chekal's rock ventures. You can find
links to her other sites as well as information
about her company and her own story!

The New Fundraising Kits have
a lot of geology products to offer
the homeschool group.

cessful sale as well as imprintable flyers, posters,
table signs, and other graphic elements to make it
easy for the group.
If the group would rather hold a door-to-door type
of fundraiser, there is the Treasure Bags program.
This offers 100 bags with polished semi-prescious
gemstones and crystals that can be sold individually by a group's membership to friends, family
and the community. Retailing between $8 and $10,
these bags would easily cost double at a museum
gift shop or rock and mineral store and are easy to
sell.
Additional add-on packages can allow a group to
customize their fundraising kits with additional geodes, more tumbled stone or several other offerings
such as fossils, shells and books.
It’s not just school groups that can benefit from
the Dragon Mountain Treasures fundraising kits.
Homeschool groups, individual familys, retirees,

social groups, group homes, church groups and in
fact, anyone that is looking to start a home-based business. These rocks and minerals sell themselves at art
fairs, swap meets, and garage sales! “You set these
fossils and minerals out to sell where there are people,
and they are so drawn to them, it’s easy to sell them.”
Jessy smiles as she recounts her own adventures with
testing the kits. “We even had people in a Panera
Bread shop “oohing” and “ahhing” over the samples
and we weren’t even selling them!”
You can learn more at her complete website for the
fundraising at: GeologyKidsFundraisingIdeas.com or
visit her main website for a clickable link:
www.DragonMountainTreasures.com.
We’re quite sure that this young lady entrepreneur will
continue to offer children the opportunity to become
rockhound kids and love geology and the study of our
planet. She shows us all that we can take something
we enjoy and turn it into an opportunity to share that
passion with others.

Written by Richard Gilchrist

Richard is a homeschool dad who loves to write and learn about other homeschool families.
He is currently pursuing freelance writing as he teaches his two sons about life.

I finally have a website for all my other websites!
Yes, Dragon Mountain Treasures has it's OWN website!!!
It's just starting out, but right now, it's cool because you can go to
this page and it will help you go to all of my other websites!

www.DragonMountainTreasures.com

